
It’s been a long time (over 12 

months!) since our last newsletter. 

We’ve been so busy getting the 

museum up and running again that 

we’ve hardly had a moment to catch 

our breath. 
 

Building Repairs 

The building repairs were completed 

by the Buloke Shire who did a fantastic 

job. We’re in the process of getting a 

new kitchen and look forward to 

making many cups of tea and washing 

dishes in hot water straight from the 

tap! Our roofing and guttering is being 

repaired and we now have a fully 

insulated roof. No more dirt falling 

through the ceiling! We are very 

thankful to the Bendigo Bank and the 

Buloke Shire for funding the whole 

renovation. 
 

Our collection 

Many items from our collection have 

been restored mostly by Joe Kirk from 

St. Arnaud and Duncan and Tina Rolley 

from Kyneton. This involved very 

specialist restoration and conservation 

work and cost over $25000. Thanks to 

the Newman’s Own Foundation we 

were able to restore some of our most 

treasured items and several 

showcases. 
 

Picture Hanging System 

We installed a picture hanging system 

in the front room which has made the 

hanging of many of our larger 

photographs and illuminated 

addresses so much easier. 
 

Our new showcases—all 17 of them 

look fantastic. We also had custom 

built plinths and shelving made for 

some of our exhibits.  
 

Grand Reopening 

We finally celebrated our official 

reopening on March 17th. This was a 

fantastic day and many of our friends 

who have been there throughout this 

long journey were there to help us 

celebrate. Laura Miles, the Executive 

Director of Museums Australia Victoria 

was in attendance which was a special 

treat. 

Charlton Back-to 

The museum was certainly a busy 

place during Charlton’s 150th 

anniversary celebrations at Easter. 

With hundreds of people visiting us 

throughout the weekend, the positive 

comments on our new displays were 

very encouraging. With our opening 

and the back-to only two weeks apart, 

it was a very busy time for everyone 

and we are thankful to the extra 

volunteers who helped to man the 

museum. 

 

Travelling Exhibition 

Strong Roots, Resilient Communities, 

History and Stories from Buloke. This 

fantastic traveling exhibition which 

contained stories, photographs and 

items from all ten towns in the Buloke 

Shire, travelled throughout the Shire 

late last year. The process of visiting 

each others museums and selecting 

items for displays was an enjoyable 

process. The exhibition was well 

received and taught us all a lesson on 

how to put together an aesthetically 

pleasing, thematic display and the 

importance of telling a good story. Our 

museum coordinated the exhibition 

with lots of help from Euan McGillivray 

from MAVIC. After touring around 

Buloke, the exhibition went on to 

Hobson’s Bay, our sister Shire. The 

exhibition has been nominated for a 

Victorian Community History Award. 

Restored timber cabinets. 
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Above: One of seven displays on tour. It 

features several items from Charlton 

including Chris Procter’s cricket bat 

awarded to him in 1879; a Woosang 

Football Trophy & a cycling trophy awarded 

to J. Fanning in1925 (plaque on back of 

cabinet). 
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Above: Museum Reopening March 17th. 



Museum Award 

On Thursday 8th August our museum 

was awarded the highest award that a 

volunteer run museum can win, the 

TASHCO Volunteer Museum Award from 

MAVIC. Three of our members went 

down for the ceremony held at 

Federation Square. Our amazing 

redevelopment after the flood was the 

main reason we received the award and 

it appears we were a popular choice. 

We received a $3000 showcase as a 

prize. In these same awards in 2012, our 

secretary, Carolyn, was highly 

commended for her work as a volunteer 

with the museum. 

Book: Charlton Celebrating 150 years 

Carolyn & Grace worked very hard last 

year writing the latest in Charlton’s local 

history publications Charlton 

Celebrating 150 years. It has almost sold 

1000 copies and has been very well 

received. As the book will be sold out 

soon, a reprint is underway for early 

next year. 

AGM 

We held our Annual General Meeting in 

August and there were no surprises. Sue 

Walsh was reelected and in a bit of role 

reversal, Glenda and Rose swapped 

positions. Carolyn remained as 

Secretary and Curator, and Grace our 

stalwart, founding member is archivist. 

We also awarded Sue with an Honorary 

Life Membership in her 11th year as 

President. Sue is a fantastic hands on 

President, who doesn't seem to mind 

getting her hands dirty and we save the 

messy jobs just for her. 

Donations 

As a result of the 150th celebrations, 

the museum was inundated with 

donations of items to add to our 

collection. This small jug (right) was 

recently donated to the museum by Mrs 

Betty Denney. It comes from the Vale of 

Avoca during the period when it was 

owned by the Dwyers. Mr J.T. (Jack) 

Dwyer came to Charlton as a young man 

working for the Loughnan, Hogan and 

Wood families. For over 20 years he 

owned the Vale of Avoca with his wife 

Agnes, daughter of Michael and Annie 

O’Connor of West Charlton. The Dwyers 

are responsible for the building we see 

today, due to the extensive renovations 

they undertook in 1926 including the 

addition of a second storey. An active 

community member, Jack was also a 

skilled horseman and was famous for his 

accordion playing which took him to 

many dances all over the district. The 

Dwyers sold the building after its license 

was surrendered in 1942. Jack died in 

June 1951 and Agnes later in 1968. They 

had three children, Nancy (Minster), 

Jack and Mary. 

 

Citizen of the Year 

Carolyn Olive, our Secretary was 

nominated for Charlton Citizen of the 

Year and was awarded that honour as 

well as Buloke Shire Citizen of the Year. 

Her work with many community groups 

but particularly with the museum was 

acknowledged. 

 

 

Open for Business 

Now that we are back on track, we have 

begun opening on Sundays 11am– 3pm. 

Whilst not overrun with visitors we’ve 

had a steady trickle of locals & visitors 

dropping by. As we managed to spend 

most of our money on the renovations, 

income from research and visitors is 

vitally important to our remaining open. 

To advertise our presence in the town 

we had new signs and brochures 

produced. 

Monthly meetings 

Our monthly meetings are usually held 

on the 1st Thursday of the month at 

9.30 am at the museum. Anybody is 

welcome to attend our meetings as they 

are also social occasions where we are 

easily sidetracked on trips down 

memory lane. 

Committee: 

Sue Walsh President 5491 1477 

Carolyn Olive Secretary 5491 6225 

Rose Curnow V. President 5491 1636 

Glenda Litton Treasurer 5491 1244 

Grace Cadzow Archivist 5491 1359 

goldengrains@bigpond.com 

PO Box 30, Charlton, 3525 

Annual membership $10 

Rose Curnow, Lloyd Fordham (TASHCO Systems), Sue Walsh & Carolyn Olive 
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Open Sundays 11am—3pm 

or by appointment 

Ph: 0418 361 971 


